ADOPTED – JANUARY 24, 2023

AGENDA ITEM NO. 40

Introduced by the Law & Courts and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE A CONTRACT FOR REPRESENTATION OF 

INDIGENT PARTIES FACING CONTEMPT CHARGES IN PERSONAL PROTECTION ORDER CASES AND CERTAIN FRIEND OF THE COURT MATTERS

RESOLUTION #23 – 036
WHEREAS, the 30th Circuit Court’s General Trial and Friend of the Court Divisions must provide legal counsel to indigent parties facing contempt charges in certain matters; and

WHEREAS, historically the Circuit Court has maintained a roster that identifies attorneys who are available to provide legal representation and compensates them on a voucher basis; and 

WHEREAS, at this time, the roster has been depleted as the majority of attorneys who provided legal services have since taken positions that offer consistent work and known compensation elsewhere; and

WHEREAS, the Circuit Court’s General Trial and Friend of the Court Divisions, to ensure legal counsel is available and to provide fair compensation, seek to enter into a contract with specific attorneys; and 

WHEREAS, the attorneys are selected by the judiciary based on meeting qualifications, including good standing with the State Bar of Michigan, familiarity with relevant law, and the ability to provide sound representation for their clients; and   

WHEREAS, Attorney Reid S. Felsing currently provides such representation for certain Friend of the Court matters, and is interested and qualified to do so for Personal Protection Order cases; and

WHEREAS, if authorized, the Circuit Court would compensate Attorney Reid S. Felsing for providing legal representation for Personal Protection Order cases and certain Friend of the Court matters, effective January 1, 2023 through December 31, 2023 in the amount of  $1,000 per month, not to exceed  $12,000 per year, with $7,000 of the total paid by the General Trial Division and the remaining $5,000 paid by the Friend of the Court; and

WHEREAS, the 2023 General Trial and Friend of the Court Division budgets approved by the Board of Commissioners are sufficient to fund such a contract.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED , that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby authorize a contract, effective January 1, 2023, be entered into between the County on behalf of the 30th Judicial Circuit Court’s General Trial and Friend of the Court Divisions with Attorney Reid S. Felsing to provide representation of indigent parties for Personal Protection Order cases and certain Friend of the Court matters, at $1,000.00 per month, not to exceed $12,000.00. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized to sign any necessary contract documents on behalf of the County after approval as to form by the County Attorney.

LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Polsdofer, Lawrence, Celentino, Trubac, Cahill, Johnson, Schafer

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  01/12/2023
FINANCE:  Yeas:  Morgan, Grebner, Tennis, Sebolt, Polsdofer, Peña, Johnson, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  01/18/2023

